
 1 

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

November 13, 2016 

P R A I S E  GOD     L O V E  P E O P L E     P R OC LA IM  C HR I S T     P R A Y  I N  T H E  S P I R I T  



2  

NURSERY: We welcome and encourage all children to participate with their families in our 
gathered worship service. We also provide two separate nurseries staffed by loving volunteers. 
Infants (NB–24 Mos.) are in the nursery adjacent to the sanctuary lobby, and Toddlers (Ages 2–3) 
are downstairs in Room 107. This room is also open to older children of our guests as needed. 

LARGER PRINT BULLETINS and HEARING AID DEVICES are available as 
needed at the sound board in the back of the sanctuary. 
Announcements  continued on page 16. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

REFLECTIONS  (Continued on Page 18) 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 

    is God in his holy habitation.  –Psalm 68:5 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

    remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, 
    learn to do good; 

seek justice, 
    correct oppression; 

bring justice to the fatherless, 
    plead the widow's cause. 

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 
though your sins are like scarlet, 

    they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 

    they shall become like wool.   –Isaiah 1:16–18 

Westminster Shorter Catechism,  Q/A 34 

Q: What is adoption? 
A: Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby, we are received into the number & have a 

right to all the privileges of the sons of God. 

There is one great work which the Lord Jesus Christ has done and finished completely. That work is 

the work of atonement, sacrifice, and substitution. 

He saw us ruined by the fall, a world of poor, lost, shipwrecked sinners. He did not sit in heaven 

pitying us from a distance. He did not stand upon the shore and see the wreck, and behold poor 
drowning sinners struggling in vain to get to shore. 

He plunged into the waters Himself. He came off to the wreck, and took part with us in our weakness 
and infirmity, becoming a man to save our souls.  –J.C. Ryle 

(The inclusion of quotes does not mean we endorse a person's entire theological outlook.) 
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November 13, 2016 

�Those who are willing and able, please stand. 

________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE Though I was Born an Orphan Schumacher/Ward 

WELCOME 

———————————   G OD  I S  H O L Y   ——————————— 

�DOXOLOGY:  

SILENT PRAYER OF PREPARATION   

Show us your unfailing love, O God, our Savior, and grant us your salvation. May we listen to 
what the Lord our God says: You promise peace to your people, who are your beloved saints. 
You, O Lord will indeed give what is good. Righteousness goes before you and prepares the way 
for your steps. May you make your holy face to shine upon us in this time of gathered worship. 
May we see your glory and know your peace as we worship you alone. Amen.  

CALL TO WORSHIP: (Responsive)  Psalm 68:4–6, 32–35 

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; 

his name is the Lord; 

exult before him! 

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
is God in his holy habitation. 

God settles the solitary in a home; 
he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; 
sing praises to the Lord, 

to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 

behold, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 

Ascribe power to God, 
whose majesty is over Israel, 
and whose power is in the skies. 
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Awesome is God from his sanctuary; 
the God of Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his people. 

Blessed be God! 

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

����HYMN: This Is My Father’s World  

——————————     W E  A R E  S I N N E R S    —————————   

�CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Unison)  

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. 
You have adopted us into your family, made us your children, and called us to 

be the church, 
to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused world. 
Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active, 
isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, 

obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving. 
Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins. 
Remove the obstacles preventing us 
from being your representatives to a broken world. 
Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit. 
This we pray in Jesus' powerful name, Amen.1 

�PERSONAL CONFESSION 
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———————    J E S U S  R E CONC I L E S  U S    ———————— 

�HEAR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 1 John 3:1-3   

 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone 
who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

Leader: Believer in Jesus Christ, you are free from the guilt and power of sin and 

death. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

����HYMN:  Arise, My Soul, Arise 

THE PEACE OF GOD 1 Peter 2:9–10  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 

not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

Leader: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

People:  And also with you. 

OFFERING HYMN:  We Give Thee But Thine Own (Stanzas 1 & 2) 

Using your personal, numbered giving envelopes makes the recording process much 
easier for our volunteers. You may request a set of envelopes using the tear-off 
portion of this bulletin. These requests will not be taken as a commitment of any kind. 

PRAYERS FOR HEARERS / MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

�SCRIPTURE READING:  James 1:26–27 
26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this 
person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the 
world. 

SERMON Pure Religion Before God  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

�HYMN: Though I Was Born an Orphan  
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——————————   J E S U S  S E ND S  U S    —————————— 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
In keeping with Christ’s command we celebrate the Lord’s Supper today; this helps to keep our 
eyes firmly focused on Christ, who is our only hope. As redeemed sinners who are weak and 
needy, we need constantly to be reminded of the gospel, and the Lord’s Supper makes the 
gospel message visible and tangible to those who receive it by faith in Christ. It communicates 
to us afresh the cost of our sin and the glory of our salvation, nourishing us spiritually and 
reminding us that the death of Jesus assures us of God’s love for us as individuals, and binding 
us together in a new community, as we wait for the coming of our Lord. 

The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians. We invite to partake of this sacrament: all 
who receive and rest upon Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are baptized members of a 
congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, 
and who seek the grace of the Holy Spirit to walk worthy of the gospel. Baptized children are 
welcome to share in this meal when they have been confirmed in their faith. If you are not able 
to partake of the Lord’ s Supper, please use this time to meditate on the person and work of 
Christ displayed in this sacrament and one of the prayers on page 15. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD (gluten free) 

HYMN (Stanza 1):  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE CUP 
HYMN (Stanzas 2–3):  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

�CONFESSION OF FAITH: (Unison) Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A: 1 

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

A. That I am not my own, 
but belong— 
body and soul, 

in life and in death— 
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, 
and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 

He also watches over me in such a way 
that not a hair can fall from my head 
without the will of my Father in heaven; 
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

Because I belong to him, 
Christ, by his Holy Spirit, 
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assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready 
from now on to live for him. 

�PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:   Based on Ephesians 1:11–14 

Blessed are you, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
You have destined and appointed us to live to the praise of your glory. 

We have heard the Word of Truth, the gospel of our salvation. 
For this we thank you, O Lord our God! 

We bless you that having heard the gospel, 
your Spirit has enabled us to believe it. 

We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 
and guaranteed the inheritance of eternal life, 
And this is to your eternal praise and glory. 

Blessed are you, O God and Father of our Lord Jesus  Christ! 
To you we owe all life, all that we are, and all that we shall be. 

Blessing and honor and glory be to you, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
One God, forever and ever. Amen. 2  

�BENEDICTION 

�DISMISSAL 

Leader: Let us prayerfully go forth as one body to praise God, love people, and 
proclaim the risen Christ until He comes. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE:  

———————  J E S U S  I S  C OM I NG  F O R  U S    ——————- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FELLOWSHIP TIME: Following Sunday School and immediately after the service, all are 
invited to join us in the gym for light refreshments as we welcome and get to know one another. 

MEMBERSHIP AT PROCLAMATION: All are invited to learn more about Proclamation and 
what it means to be a member, next Sunday, November 20, following the fellowship meal after 
worship. Come freely with no obligation to join, but those who do attend this class and desire 
membership will be given the opportunity to become members of Proclamation. Use the tear-off 
portion of this bulletin or contact the church office to RSVP. 

PLEASE PRAY for our elders and deacons as they have their regular monthly meeting this 
Thursday, 7:15pm, at the church office. 

MEN’S PRAYER meets this Saturday 8–9:15am at the church office (81 E Main St, Mount Joy). 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: 

When the church attempts to function without all of its parts, the body of Christ becomes disabled. 
Same Lake, Different Boat is a transformational work—designed to renew our minds to think 

biblically about disability in order that our lives, our relationships, and our congregations might 
wholly reflect Christ. This study is not only about coming alongside individuals and families 

touched by disability, but also a call for the church to become an inclusive community for all people, 
a ‘hospital for sinners’ , where justice, mercy, and grace set people free to become God’s true body. 

MISSIONS EVENING: Please join us this Wednesday, November 16, 7pm at Greg and Rebekah 
Robinson’s home (2125 Stonecrest Dr, Lancaster 17601) to meet missionaries who serve in a 
sensitive area. RSVP to Emily (esirinides@gmail.com or 717.454-8149).  Proclamation’s missions 
team is prayerfully considering supporting David and Aliece. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets semi-monthly through the school year on the Wednesdays 

after  the 2nd and 4th SUNDAYS of each month (alternating with community groups). 

Two Separate Bible Studies are offered: 

1. MORNING Bible Study on the Book of James. Meets this Wednesday, 9:30–11am at Melissa 
Groff’s home (5935 Pine St, East Petersburg) Childcare available— please RSVP to Bethany 
(bethany.vanschoick@gmail.com) or Lori (lorimeredith@msn.com). 

2. EVENING Bible Study seeks to walk in God’s plans with Laura Story’s book, When God 
Doesn’ t Fix  it.  Meets this Wednesday, 6:30pm at Florin COB. Contact: Roxanne Robinson 
(htownrobinson@comcast.net). 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE: Next Wednesday, November 23, 7pm. This service will 
include time to allow congregation to share brief testimonies of praise and thanksgiving to God. No 
offering will be taken during the service, however, a plate will be available in the back following the 
service for a free-will offering to support Mount Joy community organizations. 
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FELLOWSHIP MEAL: All are invited to join us next Sunday, November 20, for our monthly 
meal immediately following our worship service. We typically have these meals the third Sunday of 
each month and use an online sign up to coordinate the food and help for the meal. If you are 
unable to sign up online but want to bring food or help in some other way please contact Amy De 
Bruin, debruinamy@gmail.com or 431-5906 prior to Friday. We look forward to this fellowship 
next week and hope you can join us. 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

TODAY, NOVEMBER 13 
 9:30 am Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 am Coffee & refreshments in the gym until 10:45am 
 10:40 am All are invited to pray in the prayer room adjacent to the lobby 
 11:00 am Worship with Communion 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
 7:00–9 pm Men’s basketball in the gym 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
 9:30 am Morning Women’s Bible Study at the Groff’s (childcare provided) 
 6:30 pm Evening Women’s Bible Study at Florin in the conference room 
 6:30 pm Youth Group at Florin 
 7:00 pm Missions Evening at Greg & Rebekah Robinson’s 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
 7:15 pm Session meeting at the church office (81 E Main St, Mount Joy) 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18  
 7:00 pm Youth Movie Night at Florin 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
 8–9:15 am Men’s prayer meeting at the church office (81 E Main St, Mount Joy) 

 9:30 am Community Breakfast at Florin 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
 9:30 am Sunday School for all ages  

 10:30 am Coffee & refreshments in the gym until 10:45am 

 10:40 am All are invited to pray with pastor De Bruin in the prayer room adjacent to the lobby 
 11:00 am Worship with Communion 

  Fellowship Meal immediately following gathered worship 
  New Members Class  following the fellowship meal 

UPCOMING DATES: 
• November 23, 7 pm: Thanksgiving Eve Service 
• December 25, 11 am: Lessons & Carols Service  with Communion (No Sunday School) 
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PRAYERS FOR THOSE NOT TAKING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Prayer for Covenant Children Not Yet Confirmed 
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me daily to trust in 
you alone for salvation, to see you more clearly, to love you more dearly, and to follow you more 
nearly. Amen. 

Prayer for the Unconvinced or Those Searching for the Truth 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are and the necessity of what this sacrament 
represents. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you, as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer for Belief  * 
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, 
through you and your work displayed in this sacrament, I am more loved and accepted than I 

ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing the punishment for my sin on the 
cross and offering me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised 

from the dead and will come again, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

Prayer for Those Struggling to Repent of Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may taste and see that you are good and there is no need to look 

elsewhere, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before 

me, looking only to you, the one who loved me and gave himself for me, and is coming again. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with 
your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 

* (If you are saying Prayer for Belief  for the first time today, please share with a member of 
Proclamation, a church leader up front, or let the pastor know.) 
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Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Last week’s  Q & A and passage for study/memorization: 

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q/A #97 

Q. What is required to the worthy receiving of the Lord's supper?  

A. It is required of them that would worthily partake of the Lord's supper, that they 
examine themselves of their knowledge to discern the Lord's body, of their faith to 
feed upon him, of their repentance, love, and new obedience; lest, coming 
unworthily, they eat and drink judgment to themselves.  

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:28 
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  
  

 

This week’s  Q & A and passage for study/memorization: 

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q/A #98 

Q. What is prayer?  

A. Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, for things agreeable to his will, in 
the name of Christ, with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of 
his mercies .  

Scripture: Psalm 10:17 
O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; 
    you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear.  

REFLECTIONS 
If you grasp substitutionary atonement in both your head and your heart, you will be profoundly 
generous to the poor. Think it out! The only way for Jesus to get us out of our spiritual poverty and 
into spiritual riches was to get out of his spiritual riches into spiritual poverty. This should now be 

the pattern of your life. Give your resources away and enter into need so that those in need will be 
resourced.  –Tim Keller 

A religion that gives nothing, costs nothing, and suffers nothing, is worth nothing.  –Martin Luther 

Our Christianity is shown by self-denial, compassion, and well doing to neighbors.  –John Calvin 

What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is 

what love looks like.  –Augustine  

If only 7 percent of the 2 billion Christians in the world would care for a single orphan in distress, 

there would effectively be no more orphans. If everybody would be willing to simply do something to 
care for one of these precious treasures, I think we would be amazed by just how much we could 

change the world. –Stephen Curtis Chapman 
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Unless otherwise indicated, scripture quotations are from The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

1. Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition, ©2013, 
Faith Alive Christian Resources. P. 92 

2.  Adapted from Leading in Prayer, Hughes Oliphant Old 

If you do not want to keep your bulletin we welcome you to place it in 

our basket to be recycled following the service.  

PROCLAMATION MISSION STATEMENT 
Prayerfully dependent on and empowered by 
the Spirit in all of life, we will: joyfully praise 
God; sacrificially love all people in deed and 
truth; and faithfully proclaim Christ, to the 
glory of God and for the good of our neighbors. 

F
o
ld
 a
n
d
 d
et
ac
h
 a
lo
n
g 
p
er
fo
ra
ti
o
n
 

NAME TAGS 
Please write your first and last name as 
you would like it to appear on your 
nametag: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
 

PRAYER REQUEST 
I would like the prayer team to pray for 
the following need or concern: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
 

I would like to speak with someone 
about this prayer request or other 
spiritual concern. Please have someone 

contact me at: 

 � Daytime � Evening 

Phone: __________________  

 

COMMENTS 
We welcome your feedback and 
suggestions. Use the space below and 

place in the offering plate: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
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November 13, 2016 

Proclamation Presbyterian Church 
www.proclamationpca.com 

Pastor Troy A. De Bruin 
debruin@proclamationpca.com 

Pastoral Intern: Andy L. Styer 
astyer@proclamationpca.com 

Meeting at:  
Florin Church of the Brethren 
815 Bruce Avenue, Mount Joy 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship with Communion 11 AM 

Office: 
717-207-8220 
81 E. Main St. 

Mount Joy, PA 17552 

PT administrative asst: Heidi Styer 
office@proclamationpca.com 

WELCOME TO OUR 
CHURCH COMMUNITY! 

We are glad to have you with us today. Please 
complete this card and deposit in the offering 
plate, or give it to an usher or greeter. 
Thank you. 

Please print clearly  

 �Mr. �Mrs. �Ms. �Miss �Dr. 

 _____________________________ 
  Name 

 _____________________________ 
  Email 

 _____________________________ 
  Cell Phone 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse’s Email 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse’s Cell Phone 
 _____________________________ 
  Home Phone 

 _____________________________ 
  Street Address 
 _____________________________ 
  City/State/Zip

 
Children (names and ages): 

 _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 

How did you hear about Proclamation? 

 _____________________________ 

Check all that apply: 

� I am a member of Proclamation 

� I am a first-time guest at Proclamation 

� I am a returning guest at Proclamation 

� I am a guest from out of town 

� I am visiting from another church:  

 _______________________  
   Church 

� I regularly attend Proclamation Church 

� I have recently moved to the area 

� I would like to receive email updates/prayer list 


