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A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America 

January 15, 2017 
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NURSERY: We welcome and encourage all children to participate with their families in our 
gathered worship service. We also provide two separate nurseries staffed by loving volunteers. 
Infants (NB–24 Mos.) are in the nursery adjacent to the sanctuary lobby, and Toddlers (Ages 2–3) 
are downstairs in Room 107. This room is also open to older children of our guests as needed. 

LARGER PRINT BULLETINS and HEARING AID DEVICES are available as 
needed at the sound board in the back of the sanctuary. 
Announcements  continued on page 14. 

 _________________________________________________________________________  

REFLECTIONS (Continued on page 18) 

For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was 
not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and 

chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is 
keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  

 –Deuteronomy 7:6–8  

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q & A 19–20; 34–35 

Q. 19: What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell? 

 A:  All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and 

so made liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to the pains of hell forever.  

Q. 20: Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? 

 A:  God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting 

life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, 
and to bring them into an estate of salvation by a redeemer.  

Q. 34: What is adoption? 

 A:  Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and 

have a right to all the privileges of, the sons of God. 

Q. 35: What is sanctification? 

 A:  Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man 
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto 
righteousness. 

Every blessing of the Holy Spirit has been given us by the Father if we are in the Son. No blessing 
has been withheld from us.  –John Stott  

We must never allow our subjective experience of choosing Christ to water down the fact that we 

would not have chosen him if he had not first chosen us.  –Kent Hughes  

(The inclusion of quotes does not mean we endorse a person's entire theological outlook.) 
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January 15, 2017 

�Those who are willing and able, please stand. 

________________________________________________________ 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

———————————   G OD  I S  H O L Y   ——————————— 

�CALL TO WORSHIP: Holy, Holy, Holy! (Stanza 4) 

SILENT PRAYER OF PREPARATION   

Our Gracious Heavenly Father, may you pour out your Spirit upon us that we may worship you 
alone through your Son Jesus. Cause your Holy Spirit to fall on all who hear the word today that 
we may delight to praise and magnify your holy name. By the power of your Spirit open our eyes 
to your glory and grant us faith to believe and rejoice in you, we pray in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

����HYMN: Give Praise to God  

——————————     W E  A R E  S I N N E R S    —————————   

�CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION: (Unison)  

Lord, we are like sheep, and we get lost.  
We forget the needs of our neighbors 
And do not love you above all else.  
We need a Savior, so we long for Jesus. 
Come, fill our lives, Jesus. Amen.1 

�PERSONAL CONFESSION 

———————    J E S U S  R E CONC I L E S  U S    ———————— 
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�HEAR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 1 Peter 3:18 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring 
us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit. 

 Romans 8:1–4 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 

Leader: Believer in Jesus Christ, you are free from the guilt and power of sin and 

death. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

����HYMN:  In Christ Alone 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Michael Thomas Casella, son of Colin and Chrissy, born June 28, 2016 in Lancaster, PA. 

Dean Marshall Potteiger, son of Dustin and Megan, born June 17, 2016 in Lebanon, PA. 

THE PEACE OF GOD Galatians 3:27–29 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 

promise. 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all.  

People:  And also with you. 

OFFERING HYMN:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (Stanzas 1 & 4) 

Using your personal, numbered giving envelopes makes the recording process much 
easier for our volunteers. You may request a set of envelopes using the tear-off 
portion of this bulletin. These requests will not be taken as a commitment of any kind. 

PRAYERS FOR HEARERS / MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
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�SCRIPTURE READING:  Ephesians 1:3–6 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

SERMON God Chose Us in Christ  

#2 in a series on the Book of Ephesians: To the Praise of His Glory 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

�HYMN: Come Thou Fount  

——————————   J E S U S  S E ND S  U S    —————————— 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
In keeping with Christ’s command we celebrate the Lord’s Supper today; this helps to keep our 
eyes firmly focused on Christ, who is our only hope. As redeemed sinners who are weak and 
needy, we need constantly to be reminded of the gospel, and the Lord’s Supper makes the 
gospel message visible and tangible to those who receive it by faith in Christ. It communicates 
to us afresh the cost of our sin and the glory of our salvation, nourishing us spiritually and 
reminding us that the death of Jesus assures us of God’s love for us as individuals, and binding 
us together in a new community, as we wait for the coming of our Lord. 

The Lord’s Supper is a family meal for Christians. We invite to partake of this sacrament: all 
who receive and rest upon Jesus Christ alone for salvation, who are baptized members of a 
congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, 
and who seek the grace of the Holy Spirit to walk worthy of the gospel. Baptized children are 
welcome to share in this meal when they have been confirmed in their faith. If you are not able 
to partake of the Lord’ s Supper, please use this time to meditate on the person and work of 
Christ displayed in this sacrament and one of the prayers on page 17. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD* AND THE CUP 
You may partake of the bread individually up front or at your seat. Please hold the cup so we 
may all partake together.  *gluten-free 
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�CONFESSION OF FAITH: (Unison) The Apostles’  Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; 

and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

* (The word catholic  with a lowercase c means “universal”  and refers to the true Christian church 
of all times and all places throughout history, which belongs to Christ alone.) 

�SONG OF THANKSGIVING: I Hear the Words of Love  

�BENEDICTION 

�DISMISSAL 

Leader: Let us prayerfully go forth as one body to praise God, love people, and 
proclaim the risen Christ until He comes. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE:  

———————  J E S U S  I S  C OM I NG  F O R  U S    ——————- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL: All are invited to join us today, for our monthly meal immediately 
following our worship service. We typically have these meals the third Sunday of each month.  

RAISING SEXUALLY-HEALTHY KIDS SEMINAR: Culture continually pushes an anything-
goes sexuality on children. Come hear gospel-centered principles and practical helps to disciple 
your kids’  hearts and nurture their faith as they face the sexual chaos of their world. Learn how to 
talk to your kids about sexuality and protect them from the dangers of technology in this one-day 
seminar by Harvest USA, this Saturday, January 21, 9:30 am–3:30 pm at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church (2151 Oregon Pike, Lancaster), Room 148. Seminar will conclude with a 30-minute Q &A. 
Cost is $15 /person (includes lunch). Register online: westminsterpres.eventbrite.com. 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT next Saturday, January 28, 6pm in the gym featuring The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe. Movie starts promptly at 6pm. Bring your own snacks. 

The PASTORAL INTERN ministry at Proclamation is a one-year plan to train and equip men for 
ministry while benefitting from their service to the church. Our session has voted to offer this 

internship to Andy Styer for another year (2017). We are thankful for God’s work in Andy’s life 
and the fruit from his labors at Proclamation. 

MEN’S PRAYER meets this Saturday 8–9:15am at the church office (81 E Main St, Mount Joy). 

SESSION meets this Thursday, 7:15pm at the church office. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Sunday, January 29, 9:30am 
All members are encouraged to attend our annual congregational meeting. The session approved 
agenda for this meeting includes reports on our budget, ministry and vision, pastoral intern, and 
votes to re-elect officers of the church and approve the terms of Pastor De Bruin’s call. 

BREAKAWAY YOUTH RETREAT: Students (grades 6–12) are invited to break from the normal 
routine of everyday life and enjoy an extended time away to reflect on Christ as He is revealed to us 
in the Word of God, February 17–19 at Summit Lake Camp in Emmitsville, Maryland. Individual 
cost is $65. Family discounts available (see brochure for details).  Registration deadline is NEXT 
SUNDAY, January 22. Pick up a registration brochure at the table by the sanctuary doors. 
Breakaway is the annual winter retreat of the Susquehanna Valley Presbytery (about six 
Presbyterian churches join together for this retreat).  

ADULT & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS:  We plan to finish our study of Same Lake, 
Different Boat next Sunday, January 22 and strongly encourage everyone to attend, even if you 
missed most of this class. We look forward to hearing from Stephanie Kimble and Joy Kiehl as they 
help us get to know their precious children that we might love them well. 
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IN THE CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER wherein we need to cancel Sunday morning 
worship, and/or Sunday School, we will announce the cancellation on our website 
(www.proclamationpca.com), on radio (WJTL 90.3 FM), on social media and via email to our 
subscribers. If you do not yet receive our weekly bulletin and announcements email, contact the 
church office (office@proclamationpca.com) to be added to the list. Sunday morning cancellations 
will be decided by 8am.  Even if we do cancel Sunday School, we may still try to hold morning 
worship, if conditions allow. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

TODAY, JANUARY 15 
 9:30 am Sunday School for all ages  
 10:30 am Coffee & refreshments in the gym until 10:45am  
 10:40 am All are invited to pray with pastor De Bruin in the prayer room adjacent to the lobby 
 11:00 am Worship with Communion 
  Fellowship meal in the gym immediately following gathered worship 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 
 7–9 pm Men’s basketball in the gym 

THURSDAY, JANURY 19 
 7:15 pm Session meets at the church office  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 
 8–9:15 am Men’s prayer meeting at the church office (81 E Main St, Mount Joy) 
 9:30 am Community breakfast at Florin (RSVP  653-1202) 
 9:30 am Harvest USA parenting seminar until 3:30 pm at Westminster PCA 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
 9:30 am Sunday School for all ages  
 10:30 am Coffee & refreshments in the gym until 10:45am 
 10:40 am All are invited to pray with pastor De Bruin in the prayer room adjacent to the lobby 
 11:00 am Worship with Communion 

 6:30 pm Commissioning of Proclamation-supported missionaries David & Aliece 
  at Westminster PCA (2151 Oregon Pike, Lancaster) 

UPCOMING DATES: 
• January 28, 6 pm: Family Movie Night: The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, at Florin 
• January 29, 9:30 am: Congregational Meeting 

• February 17–19: Breakaway presbytery-wide youth retreat at Summit Lake Camp  
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PRAYERS FOR THOSE NOT TAKING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Prayer for Covenant Children Not Yet Confirmed 
Lord Jesus, thank you for placing me inside your family, the church. Help me daily to trust in 
you alone for salvation, to see you more clearly, to love you more dearly, and to follow you more 
nearly. Amen. 

Prayer for the Unconvinced or Those Searching for the Truth 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are and the necessity of what this sacrament 
represents. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you, as I consider the 
reasons for doing so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that 
leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 

Prayer for Belief  * 
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, 
through you and your work displayed in this sacrament, I am more loved and accepted than I 

ever dared to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing the punishment for my sin on the 
cross and offering me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised 

from the dead and will come again, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

Prayer for Those Struggling to Repent of Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may taste and see that you are good and there is no need to look 

elsewhere, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. 
Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run with perseverance the race set before 

me, looking only to you, the one who loved me and gave himself for me, and is coming again. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed discipleship 
through membership in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with 
your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen. 

* (If you are saying Prayer for Belief  for the first time today, please share with a member of 
Proclamation, a church leader up front, or let the pastor know.) 
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Treasuring God’s Truth in Your Heart  
(TGTYH) 

Scripture memorization plants God’s truth in your heart, giving you nourishment for your 
soul, encouragement for your faith, and defense against temptation.  

Last week’s  and this week’s memory verse:  
Hebrews 12:1–2 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.  

REFLECTIONS 

If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of 

the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that 
prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does 

not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ taught, everything that 

makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian 
as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. “Father”  is 
the Christian name for God… 

Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than our grasp of adoption.  –J.I. Packer 

The doctrine of election is a divine revelation, not a human speculation.  –John Stott  

I don’ t understand it any more than you do, but one thing I’ve learned is that you don’ t have to 
understand things for them to be.  
 –Mrs. Murry to Meg in A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 
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Unless otherwise indicated, scripture quotations are from The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

1. Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second 
Edition, ©2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 

If you do not want to keep your bulletin we welcome you to place it in 

our basket to be recycled following the service.  

PROCLAMATION MISSION STATEMENT 
Prayerfully dependent on and empowered by 
the Spirit in all of life, we will: joyfully praise 
God; sacrificially love all people in deed and 
truth; and faithfully proclaim Christ, to the 
glory of God and for the good of our neighbors. 
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NAME TAGS 
Please write your first and last name as 
you would like it to appear on your 
nametag: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
 

PRAYER REQUEST 
I would like the prayer team to pray for 
the following need or concern: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
 

I would like to speak with someone 
about this prayer request or other 
spiritual concern. Please have someone 

contact me at: 

 � Daytime � Evening 

Phone: __________________  

 

COMMENTS 
We welcome your feedback and 
suggestions. Use the space below and 

place in the offering plate: 

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  

 ____________________________  
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January 15, 2017 

Proclamation Presbyterian Church 
www.proclamationpca.com 

Pastor Troy A. De Bruin 
debruin@proclamationpca.com 

Pastoral Intern: Andy L. Styer 
astyer@proclamationpca.com 

Meeting at:  
Florin Church of the Brethren 
815 Bruce Avenue, Mount Joy 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship with Communion 11 AM 

Office: 
717-207-8220 
81 E. Main St. 

Mount Joy, PA 17552 

PT administrative asst: Heidi Styer 
office@proclamationpca.com 

WELCOME TO OUR 
CHURCH COMMUNITY! 

We are glad to have you with us today. Please 
complete this card and deposit in the offering 
plate, or give it to an usher or greeter. 
Thank you. 

Please print clearly  

 �Mr. �Mrs. �Ms. �Miss �Dr. 

 _____________________________ 
  Name 

 _____________________________ 
  Email 

 _____________________________ 
  Cell Phone 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse’s Email 

 _____________________________ 
  Spouse’s Cell Phone 
 _____________________________ 
  Home Phone 

 _____________________________ 
  Street Address 
 _____________________________ 
  City/State/Zip

 
Children (names and ages): 

 _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 

How did you hear about Proclamation? 

 _____________________________ 

Check all that apply: 

� I am a member of Proclamation 

� I am a first-time guest at Proclamation 

� I am a returning guest at Proclamation 

� I am a guest from out of town 

� I am visiting from another church:  

 _______________________  
   Church 

� I regularly attend Proclamation Church 

� I have recently moved to the area 

� I would like to receive email updates/prayer list 


